Introduction
Little is known about the three week period in March-April  when the Canons of Dordt were drafted or about the drafting process itself. The Canons were drafted by a committee that kept no minutes, and the Acta of the Synod are also silent on this period since there were no public sessions.
Nevertheless, over one hundred archival documents relating to the drafting of the Canons have been preserved in various archives in the Netherlands, Switzerland, and England. These materials include several drafts of the Canons, amendment suggestions on some of these drafts by the various delegations at the Synod, and a variety of drafting committee documents. These documents have never been gathered into a collection, many have not been precisely identified, few have ever been transcribed from the original Latin, and they have certainly not been carefully studied. Since these were working documents, preliminary to the final Canons, they were never considered part of the official autographa of the Synod and were not included in the published Acta.
As far as I am aware, there are five main repositories of archival documents relating to the drafting of the Canons:
. The Oud Synodaal Archief, now housed in the Utrechts Archief in Utrecht, contains the autographa of the Synod, seventeen volumes of official documents, but it also contains Volume , an unorganized collection of unofficial synodical papers that are not well identified. 4 Zentralbibliothek Zürich, MSS A-, B, G, J, and S, contain materials on the Synod of Dordt. Hereafter I cite Breitinger's journal in B as Breitinger; the other manuscripts I cite as Zurich. The Staatsarchiv Zürich also has manuscript volumes on the synod, EII, EII, EII, and EI.b.
